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Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome to Elder Class!

I hope you have all had a fantastic holiday and enjoyed some well-deserved rest and family time. I am very excited to welcome the children back to school and begin a fresh year of learning, growing and making new memories together.

We have lots of exciting learning planned for our first term in Year 5. Please read below to find out more about what we will be covering across the curriculum.

Maths
In Maths this term, we will begin by developing our understanding of place value and numbers up to 1,000,000. The children will explore the value of digits within larger numbers and will practise reading, writing, ordering and comparing numbers. We will then move on to addition and subtraction, developing efficient written methods and applying these skills to problem-solving activities. We will also study multiplication and division, building on the children's knowledge of times tables and developing their confidence when solving increasingly challenging problems. Towards the end of the term, we will begin our work on fractions, including equivalent fractions, comparing fractions and finding fractions of amounts.

English
Our class novel this term will be Viking Boy, which will provide the inspiration for much of our English work. The children will use the story and its characters to explore a range of writing opportunities, including descriptive writing, character description and narrative writing. We will focus on developing ambitious vocabulary, using a range of sentence structures and ensuring that our writing is accurate, engaging and well organised. Alongside our writing, we will have dedicated grammar lessons each week, where we will revisit and build on key grammatical concepts to support the children's writing.

Spellings
Spellings will continue to be set weekly on Spelling Shed. Children will have the opportunity to practise their spellings throughout the week, and spellings will be tested in class every Friday. Regular practise at home will help children to become more confident in using their spelling words accurately within their writing.
















Handwriting
Handwriting remains a priority in Year 5. We will have dedicated handwriting sessions each week, focusing on developing neat, consistent and joined handwriting.
The children will continue to work towards earning their handwriting pen, which recognises children who demonstrate consistently neat and joined handwriting.

Reading
Reading is so important!
Reading regularly at home has a huge impact on children's vocabulary, comprehension, fluency and confidence across the whole curriculum. We ask that your child reads at least three times a week at home. Each reading session should be recorded in your child's reading record by either the child or a parent/carer. Reading records and books should be brought into school every Thursday so that we can monitor progress, discuss any issues and change books when necessary. We encourage children to talk about what they are reading, make predictions, discuss unfamiliar vocabulary and share their thoughts and opinions about their books.

History 

Who Were the Fiercest: The Anglo-Saxons or the Vikings?
The children will investigate the lives of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings and explore what made these groups so significant in British history. We will look at their settlements, way of life, beliefs, achievements, invasions and impact on Britain. Throughout the topic, the children will develop their historical enquiry skills by examining evidence, asking questions, making comparisons and considering different perspectives. Our Art lessons will also link to our Viking topic, giving the children opportunities to explore Viking-inspired artwork and develop their creative skills.

Science
In Science this term, we will be learning about Forces and Space. When studying Forces, the children will explore how forces affect objects and investigate ideas such as gravity, friction and air resistance. They will have opportunities to carry out practical investigations and use their scientific knowledge to explain what they observe. We will also explore Space, developing the children's understanding of the Earth, Moon and Sun and our place within the Solar System.

















PSHE
In PSHE, we will be following the SCARF programme. Our first unit will focus on Me and My Relationships. The children will explore what makes positive and healthy relationships, including friendship, teamwork, communication and resolving disagreements. 

PE
PE will take place every Monday and Friday.
Please ensure that children wear their full PE kit into school and that all items are clearly labelled with their name.

Homework
Homework will consist of:
· Reading: At least 3 times a week, recorded in the reading record.
· Spelling Shed: Weekly spelling practise.
· Times Tables Rock Stars: Regular times-table practise.
· Paper homework: Given out every Friday. Children will be challenged to use their weekly spellings in sentences, helping them to understand and apply their spelling words in context.

I am hoping to have a fantastic year with Elder Class and am really looking forward to everything we will learn, achieve and experience together. 

Thank you in advance for your continued support — it makes such a positive difference to your child's learning and progress.

I look forward to working with you and your children throughout the year.

Yours sincerely,
Miss Harper
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